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Transatlantic Climate Political Divergence: Representations,

Causes and Prospects
ZHAO Bin, XIE Shu-min

Abstract: In the short history of global climate politics, the role and impact of the United States and
Europe have always been widely discussed, but there are still obvious divergences between the two
sides. The United States and Europe have cognitive biases in their positioning of the role of global gov-
ernance, and differences in economic models and political systems contribute to the fact that their inter-
ests divergence outweighs their willingness to cooperate in the non-traditional security agenda. There-
fore, the two sides have obvious differences in the goals, methods and actions of climate change govern-
ance, which will affect and restrict the degree of re-convergence of transatlantic relations and the reform
of the global climate governance system. Meanwhile, the United States and Europe have a certain space
for climate cooperation to continue the transatlantic climate action, the prospects of which lie in
strengthening the consensus on the objectives of the Paris Agreement, expanding the deployment of
clean energy technologies, promoting the development and innovation of green technologies, and boos-
ting the ambition of global climate governance.

Key words: transatlantic climate politics; U. S. 3 EU; divergence; global climate governance



