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On the Dual Transcendence of Historical Materialism
over the Philosophy of History During the Enlightenment .

Based on the ‘ Absolute’ and ° Relative’
WU Peng

Abstract; The Philosophy of history in the Age of Enlightenment marked a new starting point for
historical research by establishing man’s position over God’s, but it highly praised human rationality to the
extent of “absolute” status, which led to the negation of historical principle. Although German Historicism
used individuality to fight against universal rationality based on the reflections on the Enlightenment, it only
ended up opening the convenient ways to Relativism and Nihilism. Marx and Engels rejected the abstract
understanding of human of the Philosophy of history during the Enlightenment and advocated that historical
research should start from the view of “realistic man” and practical activities. For history, the practical
activities of the “realistic man” possess the fundamental status in the absolute sense, but the significance are
only manifested during the specific and relative historical process. The dual transcendence of Enlightenment
Rationalism and German Historicism can only be achieved through the Historical Materialism based on
practice, which maintains the necessary tension and balance between universal principle and historical
conditions, and overcomes the opposition of the “absolute” and the “relative”.

Keywords: absolutism; relativism; historic; practice; historical materialism



