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Measurement and Optimization of Public Space Justice Perceived by Urban Residents
LIU Ru',CHEN Shu-xiao' , WANG Di*
(1. School of Marxism, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China;
2. School of Construction Machinery,Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064 ,China)

Abstract: In the process of promoting people-oriented urbanization, it is a major theoretical and
practical issue to let residents enjoy high-quality urban public space and share the fruits of urban
development. With the increase of people’s demand for better life quality urban public places have not only
become material carrier for people’s production and life, but also important places where people can achieve
their all-round development in modern society. However, it should be realized that in the past decades of
rapid economic development in China the scarce resource of urban public space has been included in the
whole process of capital production,distribution,exchange and consumption. Affected by rights,capital and
society, the space planning,space construction and space governance needs to be further improved. Based on
the theory of spatial justice, the model of public spatial justice perceived by urban residents under the
influence of four dimensional factors including basic enjoyment, participation in development,administrative
decision-making, co-construction with co-governance is constructed. Based on the sample data from the
urban public space survey, the structural equation model is established to measure the influence level of
various factors on urban residents’ perception of public spatial justice and explore its mechanism. The
model analysis results show that the improvement of basic enjoyment, participation in development,
administrative decision-making,and co-construction with co-governance can significantly improve the level
of public spatial justice perceived by urban residents. After further implementing the intermediary effect
test of Bootstrap method, we find out that two groups of first-order intermediary effects and a group of
chain intermediary effects starting from co-construction with co-governance have significant impact on
residents’ subjective perception of public spatial justice, which verifies the existence of collaborative linkage
mechanism in the process of this impact. Exploring the regional heterogeneity of impact paths,we find out
that there is obvious regional heterogeneity in the impact of basic enjoyment on participation in
development and the impact of administrative decision-making on basic enjoyment, while the differences of
other impact paths are not that obvious. Therefore,to improve the public spatial justice perceived by urban
residents, we should optimize the total supply,supply content and supply structure of urban public space,
and promote the “connotative” construction of high-quality urban public space. In the process of
participating in space production, the government and other relevant departments should adhere to the
people-centered principle, strengthen the supervision of planning and development, and promote the
effective linkage and coordinated advancement of all factors. The research has certain policy reference value
for the achievement of the objectives of improving the new urbanization strategy and improving the quality
of urbanization development proposed in the 14th Five-Year Plan.

Key words: spatial justice; urban public space; public spatial justice; space production; residents’

well-being
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